OUR  CLIENTS’  NEEDS

We ask for your financial support to help people stabilize so they can get a job!  

Monthly bus pass 

  

 $30

Background checks, each


 $50

Interview or work clothes

           $100

Bicycle (work transportation) used
  
$150

Housing Deposit


 
$150

Room rent – monthly

            $450

Gifts and donations of any amount are greatly appreciated!  

I Pledge  $5,000   $1,500   $500   $100    $50    $25   Other________

Please make donations to WCREC ~ 

PO Box 31026 ~ Bellingham, WA 98228 

PayPal  www.whatcomrec.org Visa  Mastercard  #_______________________ 

Exp Date____________  

Name on Card  ______________________________

Check to WCREC  

Signature ________________________________________

 Date __________________

As our annual meeting approaches, we are also seeking Board Members, Advisory Board Members, funding for our programs and volunteers to help with the myriad positions available.

Please contact us at www.whatcomREC.org or you can reach any of us:

info@whatcomrec.org
Jim Cozad  (360) 961-8841

Irene Morgan (360) 354-3653

Joy Gilfilen (360) 739-7493
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Whatcom  County  Re-Entry  Coalition

P. O. Box 31026 - Bellingham, WA 98228

www.whatcomrec.org
Here we are folks – our first ever newsletter!  Beginning our 6th year seems a fitting time to inform more people of our cause, our commitment for public safety and justice for those returning from incarceration.  We continue to meet with and educate the public, politicians, community leaders and former incarcerated citizens.

RE-ENTRY  UNIVERSITY

Jim Cozad, our Executive Director, developer of our REU, has just completed our first program with 10 folks who want to change their lives after leaving prison.  It was funded by our 2010 grant from Whatcom Community Foundation.  It is a six month program that includes housing, case management, functional literacy and life skills such as budgeting money, searching for employment, habits to stay employed, goal setting, purchasing food and goods and common sense in everyday life. 

Our twice monthly support group shows them that the community cares about their success and helps them work through issues that arise in daily living. There are graduation requirements that when completed earn them a certificate.  An awards event is planned for this Spring.

We collaborate with other service providers for programs that are available in the community.

The results are astounding.  Incarceration costs $36,000 per year per person.  We have a 60% success rate with this program.  The total cost per person ranged from $1359 to $602 per person.  Why are we not focusing on and publicly funding successful programs such as these?  The math is clear – 10 times $36,000 = $360,000 per year!  With our 60% not returning to prison that’s $981 (average) per person times 6 = $5,883, a savings of $210,000 in ONE year.

Re-Entry University Graduate

When I released from prison there were no resources available for housing.  While residing at DOC Work Release there was no sense of direction for me until I found the Whatcom County Re-Entry Coalition.

They gave me the support and guidance my family wasn’t able to.  I met with their case manager and he enrolled me in their Re-Entry University which I believe was the ingredient for my success.  They taught me the skills needed to be functional: budgeting, work ethic, self empowerment, encouragement to stay clean and sober and the healthy tools to re-unite me with my children.  I now have no desire to return to my old way of life 

OTHER ALTERNATIVES

· Release all DOC prisoners with proper Washington State ID. Imagine how difficult it would be to try to cash a check, rent a home or get a job without ID.

· Mental Health Court for folks with mental illness instead of making our prisons our mental health hospitals.

· Restorative Justice – 80% of our prisoners are non-violent: incarcerated for mental illness, drug offenses, homelessness or are illiterate - 40% have 2nd grade education..

Let’s spend our tax dollars on rehabilitation instead of warehousing people in prisons.

70% ($1 million a week) of  the Whatcom County budget is spent on law and justice – Do you think we could put some of those funds to work in some alternative programs?  Come help us!

Monthly Meetings

Join us at our monthly meetings

Third Wednesday - 5 pm

St Lukes Education Center

3333 Squalicum Parkway - Bellingham, WA

Community Opportunities &Visionary Conference 

and Vitality Concert

was held October 1st at Bellingham High School.  Our president, Joy Gilfilen along with Shawn Gallaway, conscious music writer and performer, lead the day with dynamic speakers and leaders from our community, including, Jim Cozad, Dave Finet, Dr. Ken Gass, Dr. Bridget Cantrell, Bill Distler, Terry Weber, Amy Schilder, Ron McManmon, Wendy Jones, Darrell Hilliare, Stephen Trinkaus, Jessica Wunschel, Luke Thompson, Naaman Hinton and Irene Morgan.

The day was a huge success with speakers sharing their thoughts and dreams for the future of our community in this economic downturn.  Hope was high and positive solutions were heard.

The Vitality Concert was a compilation of five groups who donated their time.  Shawn Gallaway was our MC and introduced, The Productionists, Shawn Gallaway, Dana Lyons, Rumba Northwest, Matt Audette & Circle of Friends Band and Naaman Hilton. The performers were great. Thank you!

YES! Magazine and Uniting Creatives were sponsors of the event.

RE-STORE  A  LIFE  CENTER

Founder, Irene Morgan envisions a three pronged center fashioned after Delancy Street in San Francisco, CA.  The program would be at least two years in duration enabling folks to truly  change their habits and become functioning members of our society.

· Housing is the first component, for we believe healing cannot begin until a person feels safe, warm and fed.

· Employment, training or education is the second element, as one must be able to work to support themselves and their family.  We will run businesses so there is opportunity to learn on the job skills for some folks have never worked.  With 40% illiterate basic  education will be needed.

· Our third aspect is a Recovery Center for those who are addicted and ill.  There will be the medical model along  with alternative modalities for wellness.

We are seeking funding and location for  this project.  If you have interest or ideas please contact us.  For more information go to our website.

