Whatcom  County  Re-Entry  Coalition

Press Release – March 25, 2010

1st Annual Awards Banquet

Our Mission:  To provide an efficient and supportive network of assistance for citizens re-entering our community after incarceration, those homeless and others at-risk in Whatcom County.

Our Goals:  To Improve public safety in Whatcom County. Reduce recidivism and criminal justice costs, reduce emergency and other medical cost, improve community education in regards to re-entry and promote community prevention and early intervention activities.

Local public officials attending were, County Executive Pete Kremen, City Councilman Seth Fleetwood and Chair of the Law and Justice Council Richard Maneval.  

WCREC has just completed their pilot project.  Jim Cozad case managed/mentored three local citizens who have recently re-entered our community from incarceration.

One of ‘the pilots’, Chene’ Harding, was in attendance to receive her award for Certificate of Completion.  She gave a very pointed talk about her experience, struggle and findings while trying to re-connect.  After release she stated, “I don’t know how to live this life!”  If it weren’t for the support of our program she feels she would not be functioning as a contributing member of our society.

Other awards presented were: 

Pete Kremen presented to:


Irene Morgan, Founder,  Appreciation

Irene Morgan presented to:


Don Kirchner


  Inspiration  (not present)


Jim Cozad,  Executive Director -   Appreciation


Thad Allen   DOC


 Appreciation


Kirsten Hammer, Vice President- Appreciation


Linda Santini,  Treasurer

 Appreciation


Ray Baribeau, Past Treasurer-     Appreciation  (not present)


Pete Cilley,  President

 Appreciation


Andrew Burg,  Grant Writer 
 Appreciation (not present)

Thad Allen presented Housing Awards of Appreciation


Pam Pearsall – Stepping Stones


Ray Heinzen  Three intern awards – 
         (not present)

For more information regarding our organization call :


Irene Morgan   360-354-3653


Jim Cozad 
   360-961-8841

www.whatcomrec.org
info@whatcomrec.org
